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The inventory was administered to 108 adolescents during the pilot study. The
modal age was 16 year, range 11 through 20. Grammar school students were 77
subjects ("school subsample"); the out- or inpatients treated due to substance use
related problems were 31 subjects ("clinical subsample”). The sample is not repre-
sentative, therefore the results described below should be taken as preliminary
ones.

The first comparison of the two subsamples was based on the frequency of used
(misused) substances. The clinical subsample is characterised by misuse of illegal
substances. Especially methamphetamine, cannabis, and sedatives were among the
most preferably chosen substances.

The coefficients of correlation of substances used in the clinical sample suggest
strong relationship between alcohol use and smoking on the one hand, and the as-
sociation between use of cannabis and the use of other drugs (methamphetamine,
opiates, sedatives). The reason for limitation on clinical sample is because the use
of substances in the school subsample was reported with very low frequency, excep-
tion was the use of alcohol and cigarette smoking.

As a second step in our exploration of results of the pilot study we compared
two respective subsamples through ten problem domains. Differences of mean per-
centages are statistically significant for all domains with the only exception of so-
cial competence. The difference between subgroups is, of course, most evident in
the case of substance use. Of the other domains there are important differences in
the domains of school related problems, relations to friends and peers, leisure time.

Also the coefficients of correlations suggest that the highest correlation of subs-
tance use is with the school problems and problems with friends and peers. This is
valid for the clinical subsample as well as for the school subsample. These results
might lead to conclusion that school and peer relationships are very sensitive re-
garding the substance use problems. Therefore it might be also hypothesised that
in the school setting the substance related problems could be early identified, and
prevented, if there is effective school based preventive program established. The
last question we introduced was logically if the inventory could be used as the in-
strument for early identification of specific problems of youngsters. On the basis of
percentages in ten problem domains the mean problem percentage was computed.
For the clinical sample the mean problem percentage was 34. Among the school
sample we find 10 % of those with the mean problem percentage of 34 and higher.
We can speculate, that these subjects are at higher risk. The individual problem
profile is useful identifying in which of domains the problems are highest.

Despite the results of the pilot study with the Czech version of the Tarter’s in-
ventory briefly mentioned above are rather preliminary, we believe that the instru-
ment is very useful especially for early identification of problems among school
aged adolescents. The advantage of the instrument is that the problem profile can
contribute to plan some of specific interventions.
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